30 Dcce?nbe}- 1819. 



(Irclanrl.) 



BILL 



For the better Regulation of Elections of Members to serve 
in Parliament for places in Ireland. 



Note. — The Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios in 
the m'itten Copy. 



1 ^ CIR >£ 3 © the Provisions contained ill an Act made in the 

rilty-seventh year of the reign of llis present Majesty, intituled, 
“ An Act for the better regulation of Polls, and for making othei- provi- 
“ sions touching the Election ol Alcnihors to serve in Parliament for 
“ Places in Ireland," have been found inadequate for all the purposes 
intended ; 

15c it therefore (i^ltttttci), by the K I N G 's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by 
the Authority of the same, THAT from and alter 

the said recited Act, and all the clauses and provisions 
therein contained, shall be and the same is and are hereby repealed. 

AND for the further amending the Laws lor regulating the election of 
Members to serve in Parliament for places in Ireland, and to provide for 
the more expeditious taking of Polls thereat, BE it Enacted, That from 
and after every Poll which shall be demanded 

„ at any election of a Member or Members to serve in Parliament for any 
county, city, borough or other place in Ireland, shall commence on the day 
upon which the same shall be demanded, or upon the next day after at 
farthest (unless such day shall happen to be a Sunday, Christmas Day 
or Good Friday, and in such case on the day tiicn next after) and shall bo 
duly and regularly proceeded in from day to day (Sundays, (hnistmas 
Day and Good Friday always excepted) until the same be finished j 
but so that no Poll for the election of Member or Members to serve in 
Parliament shall continue more than days at the 
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Preamble. 



.57 Geo. 3. 
c. 131, for 
regulating 
Polls, &c. at 
ElefHons in 
Ireland, 
repealed. 



Polls shall 
begiji on the 
Day when 
demanded, or 
the Day after, 
and continue 
daily 5 and 
conclude at 
3 o’clock on 
the ijtli day, 
(Sundays, 
Christmas 
Dai', and 
Good Friday 
excepted.) 
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Return slinli 
be made on 
tlie ijtli (iay, 
tJi' the d.iy 
after. 



After the 
day, Return* 
ing Officer 
may close any 
Booth when 
have not 
polled in the 
Jay. 



Sheriff shall 
indorse on 
Writs foi- 
Eleitioii of 
Kniglits cf 
the Shire, the 
Time of re- 
ceiving 
thereof, and 
within two 
days shall 
make Procla- 
mation of the 
Day for 
holding the 
Elcilion; 



and affix 
Notice cm the 
Covirt House. 
Day of Elec- 
tion slwll be 
between 
the 
and 

day afterPro- 
clamatlon. 



Whenever 
more than 

Freeholders 
are registered 
in oneilarony, 
:in alpha- 
betical Divi- 
fion of the 
Freeholders 
lhall he made, 
that not more 
than 

shall poll at 
one Booth ; 



most (Sunclay.s, Christinas Day and Good Friday always excepted ;) and 
if such Poll shall continue until the day, then the 

same shall be finally closed at or before the hour of in tlie 

altemoon of the same day, and the returning officer or officers at every 
such Election sliall immediately, or on the day next after the final close 
of the Poll (not being Sunday, Christmas Day or Good Friday) truly, 
fairly and publicly declare the name or names of the person or persons 
who hath or have the majority of votes on such Poll, and shall forthwith 
make a return of .such jierson or persons. 

And be it further Enacted, Tliat it shall and may be lawful for the re- 
turning officer or officers, and he or they are hereby required, on any day 
after the day of polling, to close finally any booth in which no 

more than Electors have polled, or from which no more 

than Electors have been referred for decision to the booth of 

such returning officer or officers during that day. 

AND in order to give full notice of the Election of a Knight or Knights 
to serve in Parliament for any county in Irdand^ and to afford time for 
the polling of the Freedolders at such Election, BE it Enacted, That im- 
mediately after the receipt of the Writ for making any such Election, the 
Sheriir of such county shall, and he is hereby required to indorse thereon 
the date of receiving the same ; and that such Sheriff .shall, within 
days after the receipt of such Writ, cau,se Proclamation of the time 
and place of holding such Election, to be made at the place where the 
ensuing Election ought by law to be holdeti, between tlic hours of 
of tlic clock in the forenoon, and of the clock in 

the afternoon; and that no Proclamation to be made of the time and 
place of any such Election shall be deemed or taken to be a good and 
valid Proclamation, for any jiurpose or to any effect whatsoever, u-hich 
shall not be made in the manner and within the time of ilay aforesaid 
any law, statute, usage or custom to the contrary notwilhstamiing ; and- 
the said Sherilf on the same day shall cause to be affixed on the (foor.s of 
the county court-house, public notice, signed by himself; of a special 
county court to be there holdcn for the purpose of sucli Election 
only, and wliich shall be holden on some day (Sunday, Christmas Day 
and Good Friday excepted) not later from the day of making such Pro- 
clamation, and affixing bucli notice, than the noj. 

sooner than the clay, * 



And be it further Enacted, That whenever in any one barony or half 
liiirony of any county in Inland, the number of Freeholders, appearim. by 
the Freebpldcrs book in tile office of tlic clerk of tlic peace to have been 
registered during the last years, previous to the teste of the 

writ lor hokling such, election, shall exceed Free- 

holders, it, shall and. may. be lawful for the Sherift; on. receiving writteii 
notice so to do from, any candidate, and siicli, Sheriff is, hereby ronuired 
accordingly to make such a division or divisions, of tiro list of Freeholders 
ot the said barony or half barony, according to the first letters of tiicir 
name,?, that it sliall not be necessary for more than 

to 
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5 to poll ill any one booth ; and it shall and may be lawful for the Sheriff, 
and he is hereby required, to erect as many more booths, or to hire as 
many more buildings, as may be necessary for tliis purpose, and to appoint 
as many additional deputies or otlier ofilcers as shall bo necessary to take 
the ]icll at such additional booths or buildings, not exceeding 
deputy and poll clerk to each such booth or building ; and that 

the expense of every such additional booth or building, and the wages of 
every such additional deputy or ofScer shall he paid in the manner and 
according to the rate established by law. 

AND to prevent any reference made to the Sheriff from interrupting 
the Poll, BE it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the 
Sherifl- of every county in IrelamI, and he is hereby required, to erect a 
booth or hire a hiiilding, wherein he may and shall decide such disputed 
question and cases as may be referred to him, and which booth or building 
shall be exclusive of the number of booths or buildings required for 
polling of Electors ; and such Sheriff’ is hereby required to give bis con- 
stant attendance therein during the entire number of hours that the polling 
shall continue each day. 

(5 And be it further Enacted, That the clerk of the peace shall, and he is 
hereby required to attend, or cause a deputy to attend, at the place of 
election, during every election of Members to serve in Parliament; and 
such clerk of the peace, or his deputy, shall bring with him ail the original 
affidavits or affirmations of the registry of Freeholders ; and such clerk of 
the peace, or his deputy, shall appoint a person to be present in each 
polling booth, who shall have with him all the original affidavits or affirma- 
tions which have been made by the persons entitled to vote in each booth, 
which affidavits sliall be arranged alphabetically, and indorsed with the 
names of the persons by whom the same were respectively made, and also 
•with the number of each affidavit or affirmation in the registry book ; and 
in cases where a certificate of registry shall not be produced, such person 
so appointed by tlie clerk of the peace or his deputy, shall on demand of 
the Sheriff’s deputy, in such booth, produce any such affidavit or affida- 
vits, or affirmation or affirmations, as may be reqiiii'ed ; and such person 
so appointed for the purpose aforesaid, shall be entitled to and shall 
receive the sum of for each day of their attendance, 

which expense shall be defrayed as hereinafter directed. 

-1 And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the returning 
officer or officers at any Election, and he or they is and are hereby 
required, on demand or request in writing of any Candidate or Candidates, 
immediately after such request, to retain nominate and appoint so many 
competent persons to act as Interpreters as there shall be places of polling, 
so that one such Interpreter shall attend at each such place, to translate 
faithfully such Oaths, Affirmations, and sucli Questions and Answers as 
are required to betaken, made, asked or given, at the place of polling; 
and every such Interpreter shall immediately after such appointment, and 
before iic shall talce upon him to act under such appointment, take the 
following oath, which the returning officer or officers is and arc hereby 
required to administer : 

47. “ I, A. B. 



Uxpeiiic oi' 
Boodi, &c. 



Sheriff flijll 
attend at a 
Booth sepa- 
rate fi'om 
Polling 
Booths, to 
decide dis- 
puted Ques- 



Clerk of the 
Peace shall 
appoint a 
Person to 
attend at 
Election with 
original Affi- 
davits of Re- 
gistry, alpha- 
beticaily ar- 
ranged, &c. 



On demand 
of Candidates. 
Rcturniiig 
Officer shall 
appoint 
Interpreters. 
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Allowance 
to tliera, 



Ceitifieate of 
Kcgiltry 
dfeined coii- 
cliifive Rvi- 
dence.ami 
in ciefanlt 
thereof the 
original 
Affidavit. 



Oath, and 
Examination 
of Electors, 
iliall be ad- 
jninifteredaiid 

made by the 
SlierilF’s 
Depot}’ only. 



Form of Oath. 



[ 4 ] 

’■ I y/. a. do swear, Tiiat I will faitiifoily interpret suc'i Oatlir, 
Adirmatioiis, Questions and Answers, ns I shall be diroeled 
to interpret by the retimdng officer or officers, and his nr 
“ Ihcir deputies.” 

And the allewaiice and coinpciisatioii to he made to the several persmi.s 
appointed as aloresaid, for their tronhle and attendance, not cxcecriinn 
a day to every of them, for each day of attendance^ 
shall be defiayed as hereinafter directed. 

Anil ho it turlhcr Enacted, That in every oa.so in which any person 8 
tendering his vote or ofl'eriug to poll, shall produce a certifiento of registrv 
without any erasure or interlineation therein, signed by two Justices'’ aiiii 
die acting Cleric of the peace at the time of registry, in such manner as 
is directed by an Act made in the Parliament of Inland in the thirty- 
fifth year of His present Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for regulating 
“ the Election of Members to serve in I’arliament, and for repealing the 
“ several Acts therein mentioned,” such Certificate shall without further 
proof, be decineci conclusive evidence that such person tendering Iris vote 
or oll'ering to pull, had duly registered such freeliold ; ami iirall cases 
where no sucli Certificate shall be produced by the person tendering his 
vote or offering to poll, then it shall and may he lawful for the Sherifi's 
Deputy, and he is hereby required to refer to the original AfTidavit or 
Ainmiatioii of Uegistry of such person so tendering his vote or ott'criim 
to poll. 

And he it Intther Enacted, That at all Elections for a Knight or Knivhls 
of the Shire to serve for any County in Inland, the Slierifl”s Deputy shall 
in person achiiinister the following Oath to every person tendcrinr. Ids vote 
or clfering to poll at such Election, and shall personally examine such 
person ; and it shall not be iawfni for any other person besides tlio „ 
Deputy, wholhcr Barnsler, Attorney, Agent, Candidate, Iflector or other ^ 
person whatever, to plead or speak or ask any questions of any person so 
tendering las vote, on any pretence whatever, during the cominiiance of 
the poll m auy of the polling booths ; and that the form of the Oath so to 
be administered shall leas follows, that is lo sav 

[ do sweats [«r, being n Quaker or Moravian, do solemnly 
„ I to fll such questions as 

the Sherift’s Deputy presiding in this booth .shall demand 

!. ” ^ ''“‘‘S "'to “f ‘>to pcoijle 

called Quakers or Moravians, do solemnly affinii,] That 
I have not, nor hath any pci'son to my knowledge oi- Ijclief 
“ received in any way whatsoever, for the use of myself or of 
” any of ray family, directly or indireclly, any sort of reward 
‘ or any promise of or security for any reward to give my vote 
„ f,' ”* titot I have not been before |)ollcd at this 

J’.lection, ami that I am, to the best of my bclict; twenty-one 
So help me GOD.” 

And 
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And it shall and may be la^vful for any number of Electors, not exceed- 
ing to be sworn at the same time ; and immediately after any 

person so tendering his vote, or offering to poll, shall have taken such 
oath or affirmation, the said Sheriff’s deputy shall jiut the following 
Questions to such person so tendering his vote, or offering to poll ; 

1. What is your name? 

2. Where do you reside? 

3. Have you a freehold in this county ? 

4. Wlierc is it situated ? 

The Deputy Sheriff sliall (hen examine the certificate of registry, if one 
be produced, or if none be produced, he shall then examine tlie affidavit 
of registry, and ask the following Questions : 



Eleftore 
may be sworn 
nt once. 



Form or 
Ex:iniinatioii 
of each Voter 
by ilie 
Slicnif’s 
Deputy. 



5. Is tlie EreehoUl described in your certificate, or, affidavit of registry 

\ctsihe case ■maybc\ the same freehold for uhich you now vote? 

6. Are you now in possession of it ? 

And in case any such person shall tender his vote, or offer to poll in re- 
spect of a freehold of the value of forty shillings only, the said Deputy 
shall put the following Questions : 

7. Plave you been in the occupation of this freehold during the whole 

of the last twelve months? 

8. Does it arise from a rent charge, and is it now of the value of 

forty shillings, over all charges? 

And if any person so tendering his vote, or offering to poll, shall not EieStor not 
answer all the questions so to be put by the said Sheriff’s deputy, it shall 
and may be lawful for such Deputy to reject the vote of such person, rejeftedj 
and such Deputy is hereby directed and required to reject such vote 
accordingly ; and whenever any person so tendering his vote or offering to anfwei-ing 
poll, shall have talcen the oath required as aforesaid, and shall have an- ^ 

swered all the questions demanded of him, such Deputy shall demand of 
hitn for whom he means to vole, and his vote shall be put down accord- 
ingly, if no objection be made thereto. 



And be it further Enacted, That if the vote of any person who shall where aVote 
tender his vote or offer to poll, shall be objected to, the jioll shall not be 
delayed, but the poll clerk shall give a Memorandum, on a printed form to ti>e 

be provided by the returning officer, containing the name of the voter, and Saffb^fent 
the nature of the objection, to a constable or bailiff, to be provided by ci'fk*r*the 
the Sheriff, who shall take the memorandum to the booth of the Sheriff Sherifr', who 
or returning ofliccr ; and if the vote shall be allowed, the returning timm 'wiiLhci- 
officer or his asseesor shall write upon tlic memorandum, the words 
“ Allow this vote ; ” and if the vote shall be disallowed, then the return- rejedicU, 
ing officer or his assessor shall write upon the memorandum these words, 

12 “ Reject this vote ; ” and in either case the returning officer or his assessor 
shall put his name or the initials thereof under the words so directed to be 
written upon the memorandum, and such memorandum shall be carried 
back to the Sheriff’s deputy by a constable or bailiff ; and such deputy 
shall, upon receipt of such memorandum, reject such vote, or shall order 
the same to be put down upon the poll, according to the direction on 
the memorandum. 



47 - 
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as before 
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not refer to 
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of Regillry in 
a Book to be 
kept by tlie 
tlerk of the 
Peace, figned 
bythejiiftices 
at each SelTion 
efRegiftry. 



[ 6 ] 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any other 
person than the returning officer or his as.sessor, to ask niiy question of 
any person who shall be .sent to the Shcrilf or olher returning ohicer on 
account of his vote having been objected to ; but it shulI and may be law- 
ful tor tlic Shei'ifl or other returning ofiieer, or his assessor, to permit a 
barrister or barristers to argue any question of law, so that no mor-e than 
one barrister be allowed to argue on behalf of each of the persons who 
shall be put in nomination at such Election. 

AND wliercrts doubts liave arisen as to the powei-s of the deputies of 
Sherifls or other returning officers to examine, and to allow or reject, the 
votes of persons tendering their votes or ollcring to poll at Elections; BE 
it therefore Enacted, lhat it shall not be Jawlul for any deputy of any 1-5 
Sherifi or returning officer to examine any person tendering his vote or 
offering to poll, except in manner hereinbefore directed ; and that if any 
objection shall arise as to the right of such person to vote, such objection 
shall be forthwith referred, as hereinbefore directed, to the Slieriff or other 
returning officer or officers, and it shall not be lawful for any such deputy 
to investigate the right of such person to vote, further or otlierwisc than 
as aforesaid, nor to reject the vote of any such person without reference 
to the Sheriff or returning officer or officers. 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the 

in any affidavit or affirmation of registry which .shall be 
made at any session of the peace, no words whatever shall be introduced 
having any reference to a former registry ; and that the acling'clcrk of 
the peace during every sessions of regi,stry, shall immodialely after each 
affidavit or affirmation of registry sliall liave been signed by two .lustices 
of the peace, and before doing any other business whatsoever, enter into a 
book the substance of every such affidavit or affimuitiun, in tiie form 
following : 




Which 
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Which Entry of all the affidavits or affirmations, so registered on each day 
of every sessions, shall be signed by the Justices presiding at such sessions 
before they leave the court, and shall he coimtevsigned and dated by the 
acting Clerk of the peace. 



15 



And be it further Enacted, That the Cleric of the peace in every county, 
shall enter in alphabetical order, according to the surnames of the persons 
who have registered freeholds, the substance of every affidavit of registry, 
in the foregoing form, in separate books, one for each barony or half 
barony in which Such freeholds shall lie, and shall affix before each name 
a number, to shew how many have registered under each letter of the 
alphabet in each barony or half barony. 



Clerk of the 
Peace lliall 
enter Free- 
holders in 
Barony Books 
atjjliabetically. 



And be it further Enacted, That within calendar months next After 



after the 

every Clerk of the peace shall cause to be printed, in the cheapest man- 
ner, and according to the foregoing form, not less than 
or more than copies of the registry books of each 

barony or half barony, beginning from the 
to the 

inclusive j and that every Clerk of the peace shall, witlim 
days after the 

and within days 

after the in every succeeding year, cause to be 

printed not less than nor more than 

copies of all euti'ies in the registry book of each barony and half barony, 
of all affidavits of persons who have registered their votes within the 
then last past, ending on such 

respectively. 



Clerk of the 
pe.icefh.'ili 
caufc Copies 
of the Regis- 
try Books of 
eacii Barony 
for the pre- 
ceding 
years to be 
printed ; and 
so annually. 



And be it further Enacted, That the Clerk of the peace of every 
county in Ireland, 3 hall produce a printed copy of the registry books of produce fuch 
each barony or half barony therein, certified under his hand to be correct, *copiK at 
to one of Ills Majesty's Judges of Assize, at the Spring Assizes which mcU S pring 

® 1 t5 A(lire«,wluch 

shall be m llie year nmil be de- 

and at every succeeding Spring Assizes, a printed copy of all entries in c|'e,k'of°ht* 
such books witliin the then last past ; which copy or Crown, .md 

copies, so cei'tified, shall be immediately delivered over, in the presence as Evi.fence. 
of the Judge, to the Clerk of the Crown, who shall sign the same; arid 
such copy or copies shall be preserved, and shall be good evidence in case 
the original books should be lost or destroyed ; and no Judge at any c^erkof die' 
Spring Assizes to be holden in or after the said year peace’s salary, 

shall fiat any Presentment for pfiying any coples^are 
salary to any Clerk of the peace, until such printed copy or copies of *'elwercd. 
such registry books, so certified, shall be so delivered in his presence to 
the Clerk of the Crown. 



And belt further Enacted, That every Clerk of the peace shall, within 
months after the 

and within months after the in each 

47. succeeding 



One Printed 
Copy of fucii 
Bonks fliall 
be delivered 
toe-‘Cl’ Jultice 
of Peace in 
the county. 
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sncccerling year, deliver to each of the Justices of the peace for tlicir 
respective counties, one of the printed copies of each of the barony 
registry boohs so directed to be made, and shall reserve copies 

of the said hooks for the use of the Shci-itT and Candidates at any Election 
which shall licreafter take [dace. 



Sla^Sif of the peace of every 

for Pri’htinK coiiiity in /jWrtj.v/, shall givc notice hy advertiscincnt in of the 

AiSiib. Newspapers piibli.shecl in Dtcbll)!, of his intenlion of contracting for. the 
incnt. printing the said hooks, in the cheapest manner ; and he shall accept 

tiie lowest ccjntract, and such contract shall be reduce<l into writing. 



Penalty on 
Clerk of the 
Peace lor 
negle£t of 
duty under 
this Aft, 

Grand Jury 
ftiallpreleiit 
for Expenfe 
of printing 
B.irony Re- 
gilUrs. 



And le it furtber Enacted, That if any Clerk of tlie peace shall omit 
or neglect to perform the several matters and things vi hich ho is by this 
Act directed to perform, he sliall for every such oflence forfeit the sum 
“f . to tmy person suing for liio same ; anti 

that it shall and may be laivful for the Grand Jury of every county 
in Irdliml, at every Spring nssizes, and they arc hereby authorized and re- 
quired, to present sucli sum or sums of money as shall be necessary for 
defraying the expenses of preparing and iirintiug the Barony registry book 
as aforesaid : rrovided always, that the Newspapers containing'tlie adver- 
tisements for a contract, and the contract itself, lie produced, and that it 
shall appear to Uie* Grand Jury tlnitthe Clerk of tlic peace has performed 
the dulies required of him by this Act. 



hy ■«' Act made in tlic Parliament of Inlaiul in tito 
C.4,. thirty-sevcmli year of tlie reign of His present Majesty, intitidcd, “ An 

Act for the^further regulation of the election of Members to serve in 
“Parliament,” it is among other things Enacted, “that if any person jg 
seised ol a freehold not consisting of a .'cnt clairge shall desire to registe I'it 
as being cf tlic value of Eifiy Pounds, or 'Pwemy Poninls, he sliull,”in the 
oath or aflirination tliercin provided, mnno the parish or parishes and llic 
toivnland oMownlands in irhicli such freehold may lio situated And 
n.v emit ’ wlieicas it^ IS expedient that the name of the parish or parislics should 
oltii.' said oath he omitted, and that the tovvnianil or toivnlands, 

or other dcnoniiiialion by wliidi the place is generally known wlierein the 
freehold is situated, be nained in die said oatli or nffirmalion ; BE it there- 
fore Enacted, 1 liat it shall be lawllil for any person seised of a freehold 
not consisting of a rent charge, who shall ilcsirc to register it 'as being of 
toe yearly value of or to omit 

in such oath or aairmntloii die name of the parish or parishes in which 
sucll freehold may bo situated, and to name therein tlio towidaiKl or town- 
lantls or other denomination hy which the place is generally known 
wherein tlie said frcdiold may be situated. 



Eiitictcd, That every person who shall be by duo 
perionatnig coui'sc of law convicted of having polled a second time at the same 
ht°p"l,inml t»' of having personated any other person for the purpose of 

Iwprifoa!'" P'’'‘"’8"*®"'‘‘I^>'-'0tion, shall he adjudged guilty of a and 19 

ment. 
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shall be impn,soncd for any term not more than 

at the discretion of the Judge or Judges who shall try such person. 



AND whereas by certain Acts made in the Parliament Irdand, and 
also by a certain Act made in the Parliament of the United Kingdom, 
made in the forty-fifth year of His present Majesty’s reign, intituled, 
“ An Act for amending an Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland in 
“ tlie thirty-fifth year of His present Majesty, for regulating the Elec- 
“ tiou of Members to serve in Parliament, so far as relates to Freeholds 
" under the yearly value of Twenty Pounds, and for making further and 

other Regulations relating thereto,” it is enacted, “ that every oath and 
affirmation made and subscribed at any session of the peace for registery 
of any freehold, shall be read aloud in open court, and signed by two of 
the Justices presiding therein Aptd whereas the number of the Justices 
who arc empowered to act within several of the counties of cities or coun- 
ties ot towns in Ireland, agreeable to the charters thei’eof, is extremely 
limited in amount, and often confined in a great degree to those, who 
from age and infirmity, are incapacitated for active performance of duty : 

20 And whereas it is necessary to provide against any consequent incon- 
venience or delay of persons possessed of freehold property, who wish 
duly to register such freeholds, and to qualify themselves for exercising 
the elective franchise; BE it therefore Enacted, That in all counties of 
cities and counties of towns in Ireland, on the day immediately preceding 
the opening of each general quarter sessions of tlie peace, unless such day 
shall fall upon a Sunday, and in such latter case on the day next but one 
preceding the opening of each general quarter sessions of the peace, the 
mayor or otlicr chief magistrate of such county of a city or county of a 
town, or his sufiicient deputy appointed by him, pursuant to charter or 
ptesCription, in case of his absence from such city or town, or his illness, 
Shall hold an open court of sessions for the purpose of registering all such 
freeholders as shall present themselves for that purpose, in such manner 
and form as are now required by law ; and that die said mayor, chief 
magistrate or his deputy, shall commence his sitting at the hour of 

in the forenoon, and shall continue it till the hour of in the afier- 

noon ; and it shall also be lawful for any person possessed of a freehold 

21 as aforesaid, to register the same before the recorder or his iloputy, pre- 
siding in open court, at any quarter sessions of the peace, or any adjourn- 
ment thereof, for the county of the city or county of the town in which 
sudi freehold is situate ; and such mayor or other chief magistrate, or his 
deputy, and such recorder or his deputy, shall administer all oaths, and 
sign all certificates, which are now required by law, to render the registry 
of such freehold valid ; and the signature of such mayor, chief magistrate 
or recorder, or of their several deputies so affixed in open court, shall be 
singly and of itself a sufficient attestation of such registry, in place of the 
signature of two magistrates and clerk of the peace, as now required by 
law ; and the affidavits of registry so attested, shall be then and there 
delivered by such mayor, recorder, or their respective deputies, to the 
clerk of the peace, to be filed and kept amongst the records of the 
court. 
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[ 10 ] 

Ami be it fui'tiier Etiactml,- That if any Mayor or other chief magis- 
trate of any county of a city or county of a town, shall neglect or wilfully 
omit to hold any such session, hy iiimscif or his sufficient deputy, in 
manner and form as hereinbefore required ; or if any Mayor or other 
chief iniigistrate, or any recorder, shall omit or neglect, or wilfully refuse 
to register the treehold ol any person duly qualiiied, who shall present 
liimselt for that purpose to such Mayor or chief magistrate or recorder, 22 
such Mayor chief magistrate or recorder so ofiending, sliall forfeit the 
sum of for each and cvc’ry such neglect of duly } 

and il tlie Clerk of ihc peace or liis sufficient deputy shall neglect or omit 
to attend at any such session of the peace, and then and there to do all 
acts now required of liim by law for the registry of freeholders, such Clerk 
of the peace shall for every such otlence forfeit the sum of 
such penalties to be recovered by information in any of His Majesty’s 
Courts of Record in Dublin ; one moiety whereof shall be payable to oiir 
Lord the King, and tlie other moiety to him who sliall sue for and recover 
the same. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any.person shall falsely make, forge 
or counterfeit, or shall cause or procure to be falsely made, forged or 
counterfeited, or shall willingly act or assist in the false making, forging 
or counterfeiting any certificate of the registry of any freehold in Irdund, 
or any affidavit or affirmation relating thereto, or any writing or instru- 
ment purporting to be a certificate of the registry of any such freehold,, 
or an affidavit or affirmation relating thereto, or shall utter or publish as 
true any sucli false, j'orged or counterfeited certificate or alTulavit or affir- 
mation, writing or instrument, knowing the same to be false, forged or 
counterfeited, with intent to make or support any claim of himself, or any 23 
otiicr person or persons, to vote at any Election of a Member or Members 
to serve in Parliament, every such person so offending, and being tlicrcof 
lawfully convicted, shall be deemed and adjudged to be guilty of 
and shall be 

And be it furtlier Enacted, That from and after passing this Act, at 
any Election for any Member or Members to serve in Parliament for any 
county, city, borougli or town in Irclaml, every person whom the .sheritf 
or returning officer or officers shall retain to act as a clerk for taking the 
poll, shall enter in a book to be provided for that purpose, the name of 
each Freeholder who shall tender his vote nr offer to poll at such Election, 
the place of his freehold, and for whom he shall vote, and it shall not be 
lawful for such clerk to make any other entries whatever in such book ; 
and every such clerk shall, before beginning to take such poll, take the 
following Oath: 

“ I //. B. do swear, That I will, at this Election of a Member 
“ [or Members] to serve in Parliament for the county [citv, 

“ borough, or town] of truly and indifferently 

“ take the Poll, and set down the name of each Freeholder, and 
“ the place of his freehold, and for whom he shall poll, and to 
poll no Freeholder who is not sworn or put to his affirmation, 

“ So help me GOD.” 

Which 
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24 Which Oath every sheriff or- returning officer or officers is and are hereby 
authorized and required to administer. 

AND whereas it is necessary to guard against improper conduct of 
returning officers at Elections for Members to serve in Parliament; 
BE it Enacted, That every returning officer who shall be by due course 
of law convicted of having acted corruptly or partially in the execution of 
his duty, as returning officer at any Election of a Member or Members 
to serve in Parliament, shall be adjudged guilty of 
and shall he imprisoned lor years ; anil such person so convicted, 

is hereby declared to be for ever incapable of holding any office or situation, 
civil or military, under the Crown. 

And be it further Enacted, That any deputy sheriff, poll clerk, clerk of 
the peace, deputy clerk of the peace, or interpreter, who shall absent 
himself from the duty of his office at any election of a Member or ]\f’ein- 
bers to serve in Parliament, shall forfeit and lose all compensation for his 
attendance during such Election ; and the returning officer or officers is 
and are hereby authorized and required, in case of the absence of any such 
person or persons, immediately to appoint a person or persons to fill his 
or their place or places. 

And be it further Enacted, That any returning officer or deputy return- 
25 ing officer, sheriff or deputy sheriff’, cl«'k of the peace, op deputy clerk of 
the peace, or other officer hereinbefore mentioned, who shall refuse or 
neglect to perform his duty according, to the provisions of this Act, shall 
forfeit Pounds with costs for each and every 

such instance of refusal or neglect, to any person who shall sue for tlie 
same, at any session of the peace within calendar months 

after such instance of neglect or refusal. 

And be it further Enacted, That after the passing of this Act no Sheriff 
of any county in Ireland shall appoint any person to act as his Deputy, 
unless such person shall be a Freeholder of such county, having a freehold 
of the yearly value of Pounds at least, above all charges ; 

and such sheriff is hereby required to demand upon oath of such person 
offering to be sworn as deputy, whether such person has a freehold of 
that value. 

And be it further Enacted, That in case of the death or severe illness 
of the returning officer or officers during the continuance of the Poll, it 
shall and may be lawful for the first sworn Deputy, and he is hereby re- 
quired, under the penalty of forfeiting Pounds to 

any person who shall sue for the same, to proceed in the Poll, and to act in 
every respect for all the purposes of the Election as if he had been origi- 
nally returning officer; and such Deputy shall take the oath directed by 
law to be taken by tlie returning officer at the commencement of tlie 
Poll, which oath any two Justices of the peace are hereby authorized to 
administer j and such Deputy sliall proceed in the Poll, and shall act in 
every respect as returning officer for all the purposes of such Election as 
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if he had been originally returning officer, until the end of the Election 
or iinlil his autliority shall be superseded by the recovery of the retuniin<» 
officer. 

And be it further Enacted, That at any election of a Member or 
Members to serve in Parliament, for any county, city, borough or town in 
Irdanil, it shall be lawful for the returning officer or officers to suminoii 
all constables, baililVs anti other peace officers, to attend and keep the 
peace at such election ; and that any constable, bailiff or peace officer, * 
who slnill neglect to attend during tlie whole of such election, shall forfeit 
such office ot constable, baiiilf or other peace officer, and ail salary duo 
to liim in respect thereof. 

And be it iurthcr Enacted, That any constable, bailiff or other peace 
officer, convicted of a breach ol the peace dui'ing sucii election, .shall be 
adjudged guilty of and shall be imprisoned for any 27 

lime not more than calendar months. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the 
returning officer or officers, or his or their deputy or deputies, at any elec- 
tion, and be and they is and are hereby authorized, to commit ail persons 
to gaol, without bail or mainprize, who shall be found rioting or interrupt- 
ing the poll, or wilfully preventing the approach of electors to tlie place 
of polling ; provided that the time of such imprisonment shall not in any 
case exceed hours. 

And bo it further Enacted, That all former Acts of Parliament for the 
regulation of the election of iMcmbers to serve in Parliament for places in 
Ireland, shall be and continue in force, except only so far as the same ara 
expressly repealed or altered by tliis Act. 
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